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ABSTRACT 

This two-part article discusses the role of the 
physical environaent in adult learning, in the first port, two 
activities — environaent introduction and visualization— are discussed 
as ways to develop an awareness for improving the learning 
environment. In the second part, two planning activities— moping and 
geometric ct^ing — are discussed as ways to improve the learning 
environment. The discussions conclude that attending to the physical 
environment is a t«neficial activity that can enhance learning. The 
activities can be used Dy adult educators to evaluate the match 
t>etween learning behavior and place and to add a dimension to adult 
teaching methods. (KC) 
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TKCHNIQUES: PA YING ATTENTION TO THE PLACE: PART 
ACTIVITIES FOR INSTRUCTORS AND ADULT LEARNERS 



Q ; • . 

{a] rus Techniqtes is the first of a two-pan instaUment looking at the 

physical environment for learning. Two acUviiie^. environment 
introduction and visualization, are discMssed as ways to develop an 
am»-en€ssfor improving tfw learning enwtmmeM, 

Some aduh oducalors recognize ihc innueucc of iMiysical attributes on 
teaming aiviiDnmcms. Adidleducaore have joined psychok^bte and arcWlcas 
to design cffcciivcpbccsfwaduU teaming. SUIl a ^eaicterf of aAUi learning 
acUviiy lakes place in pl^es meant f<»- other peopfc (usiadly chiWrcn) and dhw 
purposes. Making the best of w-hai one has is often the challcitte fw adult 
cducmocs. 

In dealing with the anangcmcnts of the scaii^, cducatcHS of adults shouM 
not aucmpi to design one perfect plaie for all ksaracrs. Expecting individuals 
differing widely in age, physical make-up. cuhural backgrounds, and abilities 
to ^cc|a the same cnvircmmcm is not raily countnpxxhativc to teaming, hM 
unfair. The flcxibiliiy of the room— one that can be anrsngcd and reaminged 
fairiy easily— is perhaps the most dcsirabte quality of an adult education 
"classroom". However, the need to attaid to the physical aspcas of the learning 
environment is often not understood or acccjHed by adula Either 'iicy feci that 
the physical cnvironnicni i«i'l imptmait enough to consider or tltat Ihcy can't 
really do anything about it, so why boih«? On both counts, edttcaiois need to 
challenge adult teeners to do somcthii^ about the physical setting; especially if 
the learners' arc not being n«Jt. 

It is impoimi to nicc^nize that where learning takes place has an influence 
on how and how much learning occurs! Not only must adult educators raise the 
k-vcl of awareness on the pjtftof teamcrs, they must develop ihek own awacness 
and be willing to dcvoic some time to this cff<w. 

Environment Infroduclivn 

Adult educators agree that introductory activities that set a climae ait; 
imponant lo building a good social setting in adult cduraiion. Rather than 
always using activiucs that have porUcipanis talk ^t themselves or introduce 
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anMher, €H^ ccHUd ti> rni eAW-Mmr Ai Mir^^ This ^vity wiU ato^ 
(»nlci|WMs 10 ex|rfttiUy sale 1^ 

mAaukbOcssbcM^fAa^ Sharing ihtw wteh (Aim cm sefw » a way K) 
break tf» ice wiUi a grmq) ami to modify m imS v^tml pmeixion based go 
ii^ fnmi iHtors. 

Begin this mtiWiy by Having cacb indivkliMd write thfoc words thai best 
i^:ribeihe]^dce* llientaveeKfai^viduddi^UK^sethieewcmkwMfa 
c^two i^iws in U» nx^ and cfiscu^ why ihcy chose their ihiee 6s$Cfip^o^ 
Askcachgrouptoomieioaamsensusaml cho^ word lhat best descri bes 
the envtnmmem* Whtt usually i^[q)ens is tiM tte dcsc^ttive wonts diange 
fitmi imlivid(»l$ to gn^ because cnvirommrms ^ peioeivcd difTeiemly bs 
imlivtduids and grotq>s tmmct Uteiewillbegte^v^^yinwradschosmand 
tto exfd^iaikms sliG^ 4^«c^>iai^ 

l?ii$ ^ vity can be ^)ecially it^ul if tte pcMqy SRI H va7 
proc^ of sharing infcmnaiion ^kw tlrnnselvra with otl^ wl^ may be 
strmg(m »id cmly tonpcFarily Kjg^her* Si^h varittkm hi faurodiicttcms may 
also be apim^mtfe for grc»i9»d*pco|^ wN) tfe oilien 
of ihe same club w stiKk^is progressMig tfmnj^ a itegree img«iun. 

Visuafixation 

A tess gioup i»icnicd and nKsrc tin» m^n» vc ^ 
allows e^ persm to ev^uate his<»' bo* own le^ of acc^ftt^Ks of tte pl^. 
KrK)wing the imp^ tte i^iesent alloii^ lemi^ to m iKtofA ki 
ways that ^fclress many f^ed^ B(»hhKlivkitmllyamlaHfa>ctively,ihelcamas 
cm (fecide to make wha^m dumi^es m pos»ble to make tte pfa^ n^m 
comli^)^ to leaning ^vity. 

Eachpanic^mis^icotff^edtobeccmieascomfiM^^isp U^IyIs 
need to be dimmed CN^ turned ofl; if tfi^ is ito dinmier swk^ 
^Ki^ib^gnHimlmi^isintsixitK^d InasocHhfaig^calmvc^thefacilitiM^ 
asksf»riidptt>tstock»ctheke^^m^ineaf8v(»^|rt8ce. Pmtki^ams 
ase lugcd to kxdc closely at d^ jtece m tteir mimJ*s e^ iKHictng li^umg. 
tcmp^ature, typ^ ctf fumhhn^ (mA jua funutuie), octors— ite whole 
Tl^yareicrfdtoimagii^iettlingsOT^thing* After a t»ief pause, tl^aie 
ask^ to k)6k ^lin m tl^ i^Ke taking mMe c^any ctai^c^ TUs process is 
rcpe^ed using cMl^activiti^ il^ tl^ lean^ will oigage in such as wrMii% 
and lisiraing. finally* with tl^ ligittsoi ami ihc musk dT, part^ipanlscompiue 
wNictteyamtowh^tl^\i^mmth^rmimls*^^ I(te»aretl^»chOTged 
CM) tow to make the two plk^ mm dSce. 

The fKititator stould be iHtpared ami ha^ a sei^ of hunuM-f Fa nmny 
learners, tte id»I i^ace will be very dilTc^tm fnmi a clasmxm. Hie inri^gined 
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changes that occuncd in ihc place as aciivkii>« ^ i ^ v 



about the learning setting. 

Conchision 



awareness, adall «liatore^?Stf^^r^,?,'^i^!?^«"^ 
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thekandHgeaviromeia. 
ideas ti^^^bTiisedT^ the jAysical il«n«g 



^tag adhotics can he^ adult edw«c« cc«^ 
u««,.^^Zn^s^^ Bi«ttiscnidaltofawdvcev«y«wclnthisplaiming 

SS^ic^fcamcBOoaa advisory 

^^^X physical tmnsomm periodk^fly; paiticulariy when new 
:^Srf^S»aieh«.octoed. Two p.actk:al ptoing actnrities 
iodiute mq^g and geometric codii^ 



Mapping 



Mapping can be a veiy useful Kliviiy wl»n fi™""'^ 

J^^^ of the fumHiae and ^V^^J^^P^^^JI^' 
^Sly talei«d teoneis can be asked to te^ with part of Ae 

^^SSlLviiigcompanyfepackctswidi^^ 

<rf fianitait or derign such itenis with yo« «^ 

wi* acctaieloftai d»y a« be moved to 

SSelScS; cK movem^tt of iiMfivi&^ils 
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Geometric CfNfi^ 

sizes ^^^^^'^'^^''^'^ Ct^amamg 

tfce place aad the aciMiy donTaVKiS^ 0^ situanoas where 
i«luiriiigtottofcveasp2ea^ffl^ ^^wewprfe. activities 

duseied h«o «ie^1^1tebS2^ ^^J^ «fce room can be 



Even if tte map ibes jmxfaM ayasi dear itfctmatfamt ^ Mtivity 
has been te^rfol ^ partk^^^ have comkteml 
andbeoMMatraitctfoonMn^ G9oMrkcodfl«C8BdaKt^»tic .tobMh 
prcrf^mmic as wdl » he^td wajrs Iraroiiig actii^ies 
altowabfe qiwe. 

Attendh^ to tte pbyskal c av iimi i ^ is a bn^kid activity mlctf 
itself. DrtrattOfstDlcOTmga^assCTSOiyavCTStim 
byimmcaitftdi^aniii^kitheNtti^s^tb^. Ttephy^alnviiwffii^cw 
al»bcttScdtoCThapccteamfa^wtoifeenw^gcstfiMw 
by si^ attra^Ufis as fitmitiiit ansig^sem^ sqqxmive ci Aw achdt terror. 
Also the positiw mC^raoe of a {Ay^^ mvbmimm ttw is cofi^^ 

the social ravkianMimcsi MA be IgmHodL Adubecbic^HS paying ^i^itkxi 
to ^ i^aoe can Bmmgc ^ i^yskal dm^^kw effectivdy Am jusi 
^x^i^thesettii^asprese^d 

Panlaxidf^2ofthistechnk]tteshd%^olTe^ 
arg DPI fool>|TOof prescripitoRS but rato qialitative possibilities. AUfoiaoi 
the activities (^vinmnwAtal iiunxii^ticms, visualiiaticm. marring, and 
geraietrk oxling) can be used lo te^ focilita^ a^ lesMs evMuate the 
m^hbetiraraleamnsgbehavkirandirface. In doing so, one additi«tti! factcy 
in the equatim fen* eflecdve aduU leamiiq^ 
than »n^y acce{^ 



